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Introduction:

The Basics of Contract Law & Smart Contracting in Financial Applications course provides a
foundational understanding of traditional contract law principles alongside cutting-edge smart
contracting technologies. Participants will explore the essential elements of contract formation,
enforceability, and dispute resolution while gaining insight into how smart contracts revolutionize
financial transactions through automation and blockchain technology. This course is designed to
equip professionals with the knowledge to navigate legal frameworks and leverage smart contracts
for efficiency, transparency, and security in the financial sector.

Targeted Groups:

Legal professionals in finance.

Financial analysts and consultants.
Blockchain developers.

Financial technology FinTech professionals.
Corporate lawyers.

Compliance officers.

Investment managers.

Bankers and financial services providers.

Course Objectives:
At the end of this course, the participants will be able to:

Understand the key principles of traditional contract law.

Explore the basics of contract formation and enforceability.

Gain insights into smart contract technology and its applications.
Learn how smart contracts operate within blockchain environments.
Analyze legal risks and regulatory considerations in smart contracting.
Apply smart contracts to automate financial transactions.

Develop skills for drafting and managing financial contracts.
Understand dispute resolution mechanisms for smart contracts.

Targeted Competencies:

e Understanding of contract law fundamentals.
Knowledge of smart contract functionality.
Legal risk assessment in financial contracts.
Blockchain and smart contract integration.
Financial regulatory compliance.

Contract drafting and enforcement skills.
Automation of financial transactions.

Dispute resolution in smart contracting.
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Course Content:
Unit 1: Introduction to Contract Law Principles:

e Overview of contract law fundamentals.

Elements of a valid contract: offer, acceptance, consideration, and legality.
Contract types: bilateral, unilateral, express, and implied.

Understanding contract enforceability and voidability.

The role of intention and capacity in contract formation.

Common legal issues in traditional contract law.

Unit 2: Understanding Smart Contracts:

Definition and features of smart contracts.

How smart contracts differ from traditional contracts.

The role of blockchain technology in enabling smart contracts.

e Key programming languages for smart contracts e.g., Solidity.
Understanding the immutability and self-execution of smart contracts.
Advantages and limitations of smart contracts in finance.

Unit 3: Smart Contracting in Financial Transactions:

e Application of smart contracts in financial services.

e Automating payments, loans, and asset transfers with smart contracts.
Decentralized finance DeFi and its reliance on smart contracts.

Smart contracts in insurance, banking, and capital markets.

e Use cases: real-time settlements, escrow services, and credit scoring.
Regulatory and compliance challenges in financial smart contracting.

Unit 4: Legal and Regulatory Considerations for Smart Contracts:

e The legal status of smart contracts under current contract law.

Navigating jurisdictional issues in cross-border transactions.

Understanding legal enforceability of blockchain-based contracts.

Key regulatory frameworks impacting smart contracts in finance.

Compliance with anti-money laundering AML laws and know your customers' KYC laws.
Addressing smart contract security and fraud prevention.

Unit 5: Risk Management and Dispute Resolution in Smart Contracts:

¢ |dentifying and mitigating risks in smart contracts.

Legal risks associated with code-based contract execution.

¢ Managing operational risks: bugs, hacking, and unintended outcomes.
Approaches to dispute resolution in smart contracting.

The role of arbitration, mediation, and courts in resolving disputes.
Case studies on smart contract failures and legal challenges.
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Unit 6: Drafting and Designing Smart Contracts:

e Best practices for drafting legally and sound smart contracts.
e Translating traditional contract clauses into code.
Understanding key elements: terms, conditions, and triggers.
¢ Designing self-executing clauses for financial transactions.
Collaboration between legal professionals and developers.
Ensuring transparency and clarity in smart contract code.

Unit 7: Smart Contract Platforms and Tools:

Overview of major blockchain platforms Ethereum, Hyperledger, etc..
Choosing the right platform for financial smart contracts.

Tools and software for developing, testing, and deploying smart contracts.
Understanding gas fees and transaction costs in smart contract execution.
Monitoring and auditing smart contracts for performance and security.
Exploring future trends in smart contract technology for finance.

Unit 8: Case Studies of Smart Contract Applications in Finance:

In-depth analysis of real-world smart contract use cases in financial services.
Smart contracts in insurance claims processing and payouts.

Use of smart contracts for automated trading and settlements.

Case study on smart contracts in supply chain finance.

Lessons learned from failed smart contract implementations in finance.
Exploring the impact of smart contracts on traditional financial intermediaries.

Unit 9: Ethical and Security Considerations in Smart Contracting:

Ethical concerns surrounding the automation of financial contracts.
Addressing privacy and data protection in smart contracts.

The role of consent and accountability in code-based contracts.

e Common security vulnerabilities in smart contracts and how to mitigate them.
Importance of third-party auditing for smart contract security.

Ethical implications of using smart contracts in decentralized finance DeFi.

Unit 10: Future of Contract Law and Smart Contracting in Finance:

¢ How are smart contracts reshaping the future of contract law?

¢ Predictions for regulatory changes and legal reforms in smart contracting.

* Integration of artificial intelligence Al in smart contract automation.

e Potential for smart contracts to disrupt traditional financial systems.

e Opportunities for professionals in the evolving landscape of contract law and finance.
¢ Preparing for emerging trends and innovations in blockchain-based contracts.
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